EASTERN LANDLORDS ASSOCIATION

SOUTH NORFOLK and BRECKLAND BRANCH
Minutes of meeting, 

held at 7.30pm on  18 June 2009 at the South Norfolk District Council Offices, Long Stratton.
Apologies for absence:  Sally and Iris Housego
1. Charles Clarke, Chairman, welcomed the members and spoke about government proposals to register and regulate landlords as set out in the Rugg Report.  

2. Guy McCurley, assisted by John Wilby, Fire Officers of the Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service gave the first presentation.

3. He pointed out that it is the duty of the landlord to keep properties they own and the people who inhabit them safe, in accordance with the Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order of 2005.

4. Each property must have ‘general’ fire precautions to ensure the safety of employees, tenants, their friends and those living in the property’s vicinity. A named person should be responsible for putting precautions into action and maintaining the fire alarm system.

5. Fire Officers can enter any premises except private premises

6. Fire doors are essential in houses of ‘multiple occupancy’.

7. There should be a selection of fire emergency equipment, notices of escape routes, and maps showing the layout of buildings.  A risk analysis should be compiled and made available to tenants.  Fire precautionary equipment should be periodically monitored and reviewed.

8. Questions from members:  Is it mandatory to provide fire blankets?  Not mandatory for single dwellings, but recommended. The Fire Officer commented that only one in eight fires were reported. 
9. Question:  Who is responsible for stairwells in a block of flats?  The Association responsible for the building should provide smoke alarms in communal areas.  

10. A presentation was made by Tony Cooke of South Norfolk District Council about Environmental Health, Health and Safety, pollution, and Power of Entry by the Local Authority Housing Officer.  The factors influencing health and safety in the environment were socio-economic and cultural, and this included housing.  

11. A significant hazard in housing was cold and damp.  

12. Most injuries suffered by people take place in the home costing £785,000 per annum.

13. Local Authority Coordinators and Regulatory Services seek to have a consistent and fair approach to enforcement.  There are eighty options between ‘improvement’ and ‘clearance’ when it comes to enforcing regulations.

14. Question from member about open roof spaces between properties in a terrace.  Answer:  a Council might be able in certain circumstances to enforce safety procedures. 

15. Comment from a member.  Police gates can impede escape in HMOs. Reply:  There should be a designated place for the key and tenants and other relevant people should be aware of the key’s whereabouts.  Early fire detection is essential in HMOs.  

16. A general question was put to the ELA.  Is the association going to create a system of becoming a deposit holder?  Charles replied, interest in this had been insufficient from the members. 

17. Question:  If for instance there was a chip pan fire and damage, and there had been a fire blanket provided in the let property, was the tenant responsible for damage?  No answer is recorded for this question.

18. There was a question about unpaid bills and documents arriving for a tenant after the tenancy.

19. Charles reminded everyone to take, National Insurance Number, Passport number, driving licence and next of kin for all tenants in all properties, at the beginning of their tenancy.
20. Charles thanked Tony Cooke and South Norfolk District Council for supper and use of the building.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 22nd October, 2009.  Agenda will be sent to members by E mail.
